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A National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) drought information statement on April 1, 2016 
cites that this El Nino is “one of the strongest …. in recorded history” and references that drinking water 
assistance will be needed and there is likely to be severe damage to crops in the most affected areas. Based on 
predictions and recorded rainfall, and field assessments the Government of the RMI (GoRMI) began responding 
to drought in early 2016 to mitigate affects and proactively initiate emergency response mechanisms. A State of 
Emergency was declared by Her Excellency President Heine on 3rd February, 2016, State of Natural Disaster on 
8th March, 2016 and extension of State of Natural Disaster on 6th April, 2016.  
 
During this emergency response and through the on-going, United States for Agency for International 
Development (USAID)-funded, Disaster Preparedness for Effective Response (“PREPARE”) Program, the 
International Organization for Migration (IOM) is providing continued technical support to the government of 
the RMI. This includes technical assistance on assessments, reports, response plan drafting and implementation, 
and coordination. The IOM Marshall Islands is working under the leadership of the Office of the Chief Secretary, 
the Emergency Operations Center (EOC), and Clusters, in tandem with local partners, to identify and meet 
immediate humanitarian needs emerging from El Nino induced drought in the Republic of the Marshall Islands 
(RMI).  

Background 
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 EOC and Clusters system were officially activated on February 3rd. Active clusters are: Water Sanitation and 
Hygiene (WASH), Food Security and Agriculture, Health, and Logistics. Cluster are led by GoRMI Ministries/
Agencies.  

 

 The RMI Drought Immediate and Near Response Plan was launched on March 3rd and articulates the needs 
and priorities of each Cluster over a 9 month period. The total cost of the plan is USD$8.9.  

 

 Immediate WASH needs are being cover through assistance from the United States Government (USG)/RMI 
Disaster Assistance Emergency Fund (DAEF), USAID/Office for Foreign Disaster Assistance (OFDA) and 
Australia Aid. 

 
 Lack of fresh water increases transmission of contagious diseases. Additional needs include logistical support 

to reach remote outer islands, supplemental food assistance and support to ongoing surveillance and 
support to outer island dispensaries, rainwater harvesting system repairs to capture maximum rain water, 
and continuous financial support to the WASH Cluster in order to monitor and maintain RO units,  water 
distribution points and transportation.  

Highlights 

By the numbers: 
 
 21,000 population affected by severe 

drought* conditions  
 1,257 Households affected on the 

outer islands 
 5,195 urban Households affected in 

urban areas 
 Emergency Operation Center, Cluster Leads and local government representatives meet 

regarding drought response efforts @IOM Micronesia 2016  
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IOM is responding to El Nino Induced Drought in partnership with: 

 US government, RMI government , local government representatives and  
IOM prepare to board Air Marshall Islands to Ailuk Atoll and Mejit Island 

@IOM Micronesia 2016  

Overview of Assistance: 

 In coordination with GoRMI officials, IOM continues to assist the 
monitoring of drought conditions. To date, IOM has participated in 
over 43 days of field visits in 20 different atolls/islands.  
 
  USAID released 15 360 gallon per day (GPD) reverse osmosis 
(RO) units and are now installed across the RMI. IOM monitors and 
maintains the RO units in close coordination with the WASH cluster 
and Majuro Water and Sewer Company (MWSC) technical staff. 
 
 Through the generous contribution of DAFT and OFDA, IOM procured 8 additional 360 GPD RO units and 3 800 
GPD RO units. The units are expected to arrive in Majuro beginning of May and will be installed in priority 
communities identified by the WASH Cluster.  

 
 A total of 1,900 10 liters collapsible jerry cans have been distributed to 3 outer islands (Namu Atoll, Ailinglalap 
Atoll & Jaluit Atoll) to ensure safe water transportation and storage from water distribution points and RO units. 
IOM is in the process of procuring additional jerry cans to reach the remaining affected areas. 
 
 As of April 14, IOM has distributed 12,428 bars (113 grams) of locally-procured soap to 9 atolls/islands to 
promote safe sanitation and hygiene practices to reduce spread of communicable diseases. Soap has been 
distributed to affected households and boarding high schools in the outer islands. IOM will procure additional 
soap in the coming months and will continue distributions, focusing on schools and vulnerable affected 
households throughout the country. 

 Cookhouse Confidential 

IOM is working within the WASH cluster and partnering with Women 
United Together Marshall Islands (WUTMI) and the Marshall Islands 
Women’s Research Initiative to initiate “Cookhouse Confidential” - a 
menstrual hygiene management (MHM) program to address women’s 
hygiene in context-specific, culturally-appropriate manner. Under the 
PREPARE program, IOM and partners conducted initial focus group 
discussions on menstrual hygiene in the RMI to gain better 
understanding for procurement of appropriate menstrual hygiene 
supplies and establish a forum through which post-distribution 
monitoring can occur (obtaining women’s feedback on relief efforts).  

 IOM Response staff packed Australia Aid funded locally procured 
soap for community level distribution @IOM Micronesia 2016  

   Joint Preliminary Assessment  

Between March 18 and 27, IOM coordinated and participated as 
an observer on Preliminary Damage Assessments (PDA) 
conducted by the Governments of the United States and the RMI 
subject matter experts. The joint assessment evaluated the 
impact of El Nino induced drought and assessed 16 atolls/islands 
(32 communities), and recommended supplemental food 
assistance for select communities, ongoing support to meet 
WASH priority areas for provision of safe drinking water, hygiene 
promotion, rainwater harvesting repairs and maintenance to RO 
units. Lastly, there is a need to continue the robust surveillance 
system and provision of mobile public health teams. 


